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New Analysis: California Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in California, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that California’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 70 percent of homes with children in California have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps California’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 30 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 45 percent of the workforce in California, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 75 percent of Black 
mothers, 46 percent of Latina mothers, 45 percent of white mothers and 46 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Californians over 55 is expected to grow by 2.3 million in the next 
25 years. The state’s paid leave program will help California adapt to the growing need 
for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for 
themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
California have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 

mailto:gzuagar@nationalpartnership.org
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__click.agilitypr.delivery_ls_click-3Fupn-3DVh3WkoyppWMZEyMsRIZ9jylfwAR621suu7qT4T4Sp9-2D2BHoBK8zd32yGbJ9uu-2D2BENp1cJZa-5FcR8HdzOjqcnU-2D2BMpnpmHJ-2D2BniRiRDTlrH-2D2BMOcS9KiFDGTgAaUe8hDLtS5DBK2u5t79sT6gr-2D2F8KeSacpLi-2D2F0FXPuOqxZkDhpqHpl3f89VL3fJHH62hWJ2NnIqKoV0dLYtw04cjXM-2D2BIhmZBpVhRWFPvSTVur3SaGRXm0M09xgTD0fpzRyBNT1dRMq6piaD45NRYiQ8PM1byG27yqJZjOZR0cNU70R4dn1bNsu3PYaptYvlz2zeoQzUu5M3V3zaSdMMXl9iOR6rjxFSBYpkSL03eYjbP-2D2BY64xZP0Fxi-2D2FZpYdfFbDl2BvmXiloJM8XEtfTjTF2a69dGwDZUZVvXTAD-2D2BrJnXzbb5c6ZpE3jcEPbK2dGV4hRo4pdK7uqycbVZKPRzOiTXngcmp9Ncrl1EN253pCe2rkIjOoLWrRwgzTxsQRxT9oraRX1y9QXqhnHQMmA8dyb&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=50xcGYv7x2Mi4Jyj7Etg4QNfCk_Flv6zis-ur6edOEk&m=V6ePWg5255yB-4e0IqT0Kzb-u5OU3P2k25WVzDobpM4&s=7i87Z0nCE4ZQ7NJrFrNZWruLSsGgmGWbmj3w1Z4_VbA&e=
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New Analysis: Colorado Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Colorado, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Colorado’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 74 percent of homes with children in Colorado have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Colorado’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 29 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 47 percent of the workforce in Colorado, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 62 percent of Black 
mothers, 49 percent of Latina mothers, 46 percent of white mothers and 41 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Coloradans over 55 is expected to grow by 445,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help Colorado adapt to the growing need for 
older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves 
and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Colorado have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__click.agilitypr.delivery_ls_click-3Fupn-3DVh3WkoyppWMZEyMsRIZ9jylfwAR621suu7qT4T4Sp9-2D2BHoBK8zd32yGbJ9uu-2D2BENp1cJZa-5FcR8HdzOjqcnU-2D2BMpnpmHJ-2D2BniRiRDTlrH-2D2BMOcS9KiFDGTgAaUe8hDLtS5DBK2u5t79sT6gr-2D2F8KeSacpLi-2D2F0FXPuOqxZkDhpqHpl3f89VL3fJHH62hWJ2NnIqKoV0dLYtw04cjXM-2D2BIhmZBpVhRWFPvSTVur3SaGRXm0M09xgTD0fpzRyBNT1dRMq6piaD45NRYiQ8PM1byG27yqJZjOZR0cNU70R4dn1bNsu3PYaptYvlz2zeoQzUu5M3V3zaSdMMXl9iOR6rjxFSBYpkSL03eYjbP-2D2BY64xZP0Fxi-2D2FZpYdfFbDl2BvmXiloJM8XEtfTjTF2a69dGwDZUZVvXTAD-2D2BrJnXzbb5c6ZpE3jcEPbK2dGV4hRo4pdK7uqycbVZKPRzOiTXngcmp9Ncrl1EN253pCe2rkIjOoLWrRwgzTxsQRxT9oraRX1y9QXqhnHQMmA8dyb&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=50xcGYv7x2Mi4Jyj7Etg4QNfCk_Flv6zis-ur6edOEk&m=V6ePWg5255yB-4e0IqT0Kzb-u5OU3P2k25WVzDobpM4&s=7i87Z0nCE4ZQ7NJrFrNZWruLSsGgmGWbmj3w1Z4_VbA&e=
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New Analysis: Connecticut Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Connecticut, 
setting the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Connecticut’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 77 percent of homes with children in Connecticut have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Connecticut’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 28 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 48 percent of the workforce in Connecticut, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 78 percent of Black 
mothers, 64 percent of Latina mothers, 48 percent of white mothers and 37 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Connecticut residents over 55 is expected to grow by 45,000 in the 
next 25 years. The state’s paid leave program will help Connecticut adapt to the 
growing need for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to 
care for themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce 
altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Connecticut have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 

mailto:gzuagar@nationalpartnership.org
https://nationalpartnership.org/report/paid-leave-means-map/
https://nationalpartnership.org/americans-unpaid-caregiving-worth-1-trillion-annually-women-two-thirds-work/


it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__click.agilitypr.delivery_ls_click-3Fupn-3DVh3WkoyppWMZEyMsRIZ9jylfwAR621suu7qT4T4Sp9-2D2BHoBK8zd32yGbJ9uu-2D2BENp1cJZa-5FcR8HdzOjqcnU-2D2BMpnpmHJ-2D2BniRiRDTlrH-2D2BMOcS9KiFDGTgAaUe8hDLtS5DBK2u5t79sT6gr-2D2F8KeSacpLi-2D2F0FXPuOqxZkDhpqHpl3f89VL3fJHH62hWJ2NnIqKoV0dLYtw04cjXM-2D2BIhmZBpVhRWFPvSTVur3SaGRXm0M09xgTD0fpzRyBNT1dRMq6piaD45NRYiQ8PM1byG27yqJZjOZR0cNU70R4dn1bNsu3PYaptYvlz2zeoQzUu5M3V3zaSdMMXl9iOR6rjxFSBYpkSL03eYjbP-2D2BY64xZP0Fxi-2D2FZpYdfFbDl2BvmXiloJM8XEtfTjTF2a69dGwDZUZVvXTAD-2D2BrJnXzbb5c6ZpE3jcEPbK2dGV4hRo4pdK7uqycbVZKPRzOiTXngcmp9Ncrl1EN253pCe2rkIjOoLWrRwgzTxsQRxT9oraRX1y9QXqhnHQMmA8dyb&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=50xcGYv7x2Mi4Jyj7Etg4QNfCk_Flv6zis-ur6edOEk&m=V6ePWg5255yB-4e0IqT0Kzb-u5OU3P2k25WVzDobpM4&s=7i87Z0nCE4ZQ7NJrFrNZWruLSsGgmGWbmj3w1Z4_VbA&e=
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New Analysis: Delaware Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Delaware, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Delaware’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 80 percent of homes with children in Delaware have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Delaware’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 26 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 49 percent of the workforce in Delaware, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 77 percent of Black 
mothers, 44 percent of Latina mothers, 53 percent of white mothers and 37 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Delawareans over 55 is expected to grow by 58,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help Delaware adapt to the growing need for 
older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves 
and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Delaware have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 

mailto:gzuagar@nationalpartnership.org
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https://nationalpartnership.org/americans-unpaid-caregiving-worth-1-trillion-annually-women-two-thirds-work/


advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__click.agilitypr.delivery_ls_click-3Fupn-3DVh3WkoyppWMZEyMsRIZ9jylfwAR621suu7qT4T4Sp9-2D2BHoBK8zd32yGbJ9uu-2D2BENp1cJZa-5FcR8HdzOjqcnU-2D2BMpnpmHJ-2D2BniRiRDTlrH-2D2BMOcS9KiFDGTgAaUe8hDLtS5DBK2u5t79sT6gr-2D2F8KeSacpLi-2D2F0FXPuOqxZkDhpqHpl3f89VL3fJHH62hWJ2NnIqKoV0dLYtw04cjXM-2D2BIhmZBpVhRWFPvSTVur3SaGRXm0M09xgTD0fpzRyBNT1dRMq6piaD45NRYiQ8PM1byG27yqJZjOZR0cNU70R4dn1bNsu3PYaptYvlz2zeoQzUu5M3V3zaSdMMXl9iOR6rjxFSBYpkSL03eYjbP-2D2BY64xZP0Fxi-2D2FZpYdfFbDl2BvmXiloJM8XEtfTjTF2a69dGwDZUZVvXTAD-2D2BrJnXzbb5c6ZpE3jcEPbK2dGV4hRo4pdK7uqycbVZKPRzOiTXngcmp9Ncrl1EN253pCe2rkIjOoLWrRwgzTxsQRxT9oraRX1y9QXqhnHQMmA8dyb&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=50xcGYv7x2Mi4Jyj7Etg4QNfCk_Flv6zis-ur6edOEk&m=V6ePWg5255yB-4e0IqT0Kzb-u5OU3P2k25WVzDobpM4&s=7i87Z0nCE4ZQ7NJrFrNZWruLSsGgmGWbmj3w1Z4_VbA&e=
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New Analysis: District of Columbia Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in District of 
Columbia, setting the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that District of Columbia’s program is helping support its diverse 
workforce, including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 82 percent of homes with children in District of Columbia have parents who report 
to work each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to 
provide the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps District of Columbia’s small businesses keep good employees, 
improve productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business 
owners support national paid leave. And with women making up 35 percent of business 
owners in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 51 percent of the workforce in District of Columbia, and their 
paychecks make up a significant portion of their household income: 87 percent of 
Black mothers and 57 percent of white mothers are key family breadwinners. While both 
men and women serve as family caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of 
this work as men, making paid leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of District residents over 55 is expected to grow by 23,000 in the next 
25 years. The state’s paid leave program will help District of Columbia adapt to the 
growing need for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to 
care for themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce 
altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like District 
of Columbia have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 

mailto:gzuagar@nationalpartnership.org
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__click.agilitypr.delivery_ls_click-3Fupn-3DVh3WkoyppWMZEyMsRIZ9jylfwAR621suu7qT4T4Sp9-2D2BHoBK8zd32yGbJ9uu-2D2BENp1cJZa-5FcR8HdzOjqcnU-2D2BMpnpmHJ-2D2BniRiRDTlrH-2D2BMOcS9KiFDGTgAaUe8hDLtS5DBK2u5t79sT6gr-2D2F8KeSacpLi-2D2F0FXPuOqxZkDhpqHpl3f89VL3fJHH62hWJ2NnIqKoV0dLYtw04cjXM-2D2BIhmZBpVhRWFPvSTVur3SaGRXm0M09xgTD0fpzRyBNT1dRMq6piaD45NRYiQ8PM1byG27yqJZjOZR0cNU70R4dn1bNsu3PYaptYvlz2zeoQzUu5M3V3zaSdMMXl9iOR6rjxFSBYpkSL03eYjbP-2D2BY64xZP0Fxi-2D2FZpYdfFbDl2BvmXiloJM8XEtfTjTF2a69dGwDZUZVvXTAD-2D2BrJnXzbb5c6ZpE3jcEPbK2dGV4hRo4pdK7uqycbVZKPRzOiTXngcmp9Ncrl1EN253pCe2rkIjOoLWrRwgzTxsQRxT9oraRX1y9QXqhnHQMmA8dyb&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=50xcGYv7x2Mi4Jyj7Etg4QNfCk_Flv6zis-ur6edOEk&m=V6ePWg5255yB-4e0IqT0Kzb-u5OU3P2k25WVzDobpM4&s=7i87Z0nCE4ZQ7NJrFrNZWruLSsGgmGWbmj3w1Z4_VbA&e=
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New Analysis: Maine Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Maine, setting the 
standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Maine’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 73 percent of homes with children in Maine have parents who report to work each 
day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide the 
care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Maine’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 26 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 48 percent of the workforce in Maine, and their paychecks make 
up a significant portion of their household income: 56 percent of white mothers are 
key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family caregivers, women 
do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid leave especially 
important for women.  

●​ The number of Mainers over 55 is expected to grow by 19,000 in the next 25 years. 
The state’s paid leave program will help Maine adapt to the growing need for older 
workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves and 
their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like Maine 
have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National Partnership for 
Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can access is long 
overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show that passing a 
national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if it will be 
enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow advocates 
will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family leave.” 
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NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: Maryland Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Maryland, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Maryland’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 79 percent of homes with children in Maryland have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Maryland’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 33 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 48 percent of the workforce in Maryland, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 76 percent of Black 
mothers, 45 percent of Latina mothers, 48 percent of white mothers and 47 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Marylanders over 55 is expected to grow by 211,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help Maryland adapt to the growing need for 
older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves 
and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Maryland have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: Massachusetts Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Massachusetts, 
setting the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Massachusetts’s program is helping support its diverse 
workforce, including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 78 percent of homes with children in Massachusetts have parents who report to 
work each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to 
provide the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Massachusetts’s small businesses keep good employees, 
improve productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business 
owners support national paid leave. And with women making up 30 percent of business 
owners in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 49 percent of the workforce in Massachusetts, and their 
paychecks make up a significant portion of their household income: 76 percent of 
Black mothers, 69 percent of Latina mothers, 50 percent of white mothers and 45 
percent of AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve 
as family caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, 
making paid leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Bay Staters over 55 is expected to grow by 275,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help Massachusetts adapt to the growing 
need for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for 
themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Massachusetts have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: Minnesota Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Minnesota, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Minnesota’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 79 percent of homes with children in Minnesota have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Minnesota’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 27 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 48 percent of the workforce in Minnesota, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 72 percent of Black 
mothers, 53 percent of Latina mothers, 53 percent of white mothers and 49 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Minnesotans over 55 is expected to grow by 263,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help Minnesota adapt to the growing need for 
older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves 
and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Minnesota have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: New Jersey Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in New Jersey, 
setting the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that New Jersey’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 76 percent of homes with children in New Jersey have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps New Jersey’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 27 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 47 percent of the workforce in New Jersey, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 77 percent of Black 
mothers, 54 percent of Latina mothers, 45 percent of white mothers and 37 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of New Jerseyans over 55 is expected to grow by 265,000 in the next 
25 years. The state’s paid leave program will help New Jersey adapt to the growing 
need for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for 
themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like New 
Jersey have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: New York Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in New York, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that New York’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 73 percent of homes with children in New York have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps New York’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 30 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 47 percent of the workforce in New York, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 79 percent of Black 
mothers, 60 percent of Latina mothers, 48 percent of white mothers and 41 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of New Yorkers over 55 is expected to grow by 460,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help New York adapt to the growing need for 
older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves 
and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like New 
York have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National Partnership 
for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can access is long 
overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show that passing a 
national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if it will be 
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enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow advocates 
will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: Oregon Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Oregon, setting 
the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Oregon’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 71 percent of homes with children in Oregon have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Oregon’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 30 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 47 percent of the workforce in Oregon, and their paychecks make 
up a significant portion of their household income: 63 percent of Black mothers, 50 
percent of Latina mothers, 50 percent of white mothers and 44 percent of AAPI mothers 
are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family caregivers, 
women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid leave 
especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Oregonians over 55 is expected to grow by 290,000 in the next 25 
years. The state’s paid leave program will help Oregon adapt to the growing need for 
older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for themselves 
and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like Oregon 
have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National Partnership for 
Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can access is long 
overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show that passing a 
national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if it will be 
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enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow advocates 
will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: Rhode Island Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Rhode Island, 
setting the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Rhode Island’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 73 percent of homes with children in Rhode Island have parents who report to 
work each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to 
provide the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Rhode Island’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 27 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 48 percent of the workforce in Rhode Island, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 63 percent of Latina 
mothers and 54 percent of white mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men 
and women serve as family caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this 
work as men, making paid leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Rhode Islanders over 55 is expected to grow by 29,000 in the next 
25 years. The state’s paid leave program will help Rhode Island adapt to the growing 
need for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for 
themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like Rhode 
Island have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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New Analysis: Washington Paid Leave Policy Sets a Strong National Standard​
Businesses, economies and families benefit from paid family and medical leave; so could the 

entire U.S. 

WASHINGTON, DC - According to new research from the National Partnership for Women & 
Families (NPWF), paid family and medical leave has had a positive impact in Washington, 
setting the standard for what a national policy could look like.  

“Paid Leave Means a Stronger Nation” is NPWF’s annual look at state policies on paid leave. 
This year’s analysis found that Washington’s program is helping support its diverse workforce, 
including women-owned businesses and parents with small children. 

●​ 69 percent of homes with children in Washington have parents who report to work 
each day. The state’s paid leave program allows all workers to take time off to provide 
the care their families need.  

●​ Paid leave helps Washington’s small businesses keep good employees, improve 
productivity and boost the state’s economy. 79 percent of small business owners 
support national paid leave. And with women making up 29 percent of business owners 
in the state, paid leave helps ensure these businesses – large and small – thrive.   

●​ Women make up 45 percent of the workforce in Washington, and their paychecks 
make up a significant portion of their household income: 64 percent of Black 
mothers, 50 percent of Latina mothers, 44 percent of white mothers and 42 percent of 
AAPI mothers are key family breadwinners. While both men and women serve as family 
caregivers, women do one-and-a-half times as much of this work as men, making paid 
leave especially important for women.  

●​ The number of Washingtonians over 55 is expected to grow by 591,000 in the next 
25 years. The state’s paid leave program will help Washington adapt to the growing 
need for older workers, along with disabled workers and family caregivers, to care for 
themselves and their loved ones without having to leave the workforce altogether. 

“In the absence of a comprehensive federal paid leave policy for all workers, states like 
Washington have been leading the way,” said Jocelyn C. Frye, president of the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. “While paid leave that every worker in this country can 
access is long overdue, significant progress is being made at the state level. These gains show 
that passing a national paid leave program is very much within reach. It's no longer a matter of if 
it will be enacted — but when. Until that day arrives, the National Partnership and our fellow 
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advocates will continue to fight to make the United States a leader on the issue of paid family 
leave.” 

NPWF’s new report comes ahead of the anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) on February 5. The FMLA grants 12 weeks of unpaid leave to workers to care for 
themselves, a newborn, a newly adopted child or a seriously ill family member. 

#   #   # 
 

The National Partnership for Women & Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group 
dedicated to promoting fairness in the workplace, reproductive health and rights, access to 

quality, affordable health care, and policies that help all people meet the dual demands of work 
and family. More information is available at NationalPartnership.org. 
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